Discussion In order to study prevailing viruses in SE Asia and the Tropical Western Pacific, and to know their relationship to Japanese isolates, we tested 136 influenza virus strains isolated from patients in Thailand and Manila during the period of August, 1979, to August, 1981. Hemagglutination inhibition (HI) reactions were determined, using post-infection ferret antisera, which had been raised to a number of referenece strains.
In August, 1979, both of H1N1 and H3N2 viruses were isolated in Chiang Mai. During the period of October, 1978-September, 1979, the H3N2 virus was isolated only in a few countries in the world12), and it was not reported in Japan13). Isolation of H3N2 virus in Chiang Mai, and in Bangkok in AugustSeptember, 1979, is evidence of the smouldering of the subtype in Thailand.
H3N2 virus was prevalent in both Thailand and Manila in the rainy season of 1980, and H1N1 was prevalent in Thailand in the rainy season of 1981. In Japan, the influenza virus isolates were: H1N1 1420, H3N2 619 and B 279 in the winter of 1979-1980; and H1N1 718, H3N2 150, and B 232 in the winter of 1980-19819)14); and B was prevailing in 1981-1982. In USA, the influenza virus isolates were H1N1 24, H3N2 0, and B 1334 in the winter of 1979; and H3N2 was more prevalent than H1N1 in the winter of 1980-198115). Thus, different subtypes or types prevailed in the different parts of the world. However, the prevalence of a particular subtype or type was much greater in Thailand and in USA than in Japan.
This might reflect the difference of the vaccination policy. In Thailand , the vaccine is not given, and in the USA, it is recommended only to high risk groups.
But in Japan, more than 50% of school children These results sugget that the old USSR-variant and the Brazil-variant survived and circulated for a longer period in Thailand than in Japan. Studies of the recombinant H1N1 viruses that had received genes from the H3N2 variant16)17)
are not included in this report.
Isolation of antigenically drifted strains of H3N2 viruses in Thailand and Manila seemed more frequent than in case of H1N1. In addition, the study of H3N2 viruses isolated in Thailand gave this 
